
“To Kill A Mockingbird” is not just about a trial of a black man, but of a journey of a young girl into womanhood.  Jean Louise “Scout” Finch exemplifies the tomboy early on in the novel, yet Scout becomes a young lady in gradual steps.   She learns her inadequacies as a tomboy, sees her role later in society, and realizes the benefits of becoming a woman. 


At the beginning of the novel, Scout walks around being a tomboy essentially because Jem and Dill are both males and her only playmates.  She is outnumbered and needs to find common ground with her peers.  Instead of being teased as being a girl, Scout prefers to show she is just as tough and resilient as any boy.  She proves this through her many fights at school, but also through her willingness to go to Boo’s house and try to make him come out.  The first time that Scout realizes she can never truly be a tomboy forever is when the kids see Mr. Avery relieving himself off of his porch one summer night.  Dill and Jem start to do a contest to see who can do this furthest and Scout exclaims, “this only made me feel left out again, as I was untalented in this area” (51).  Scout realizes her inadequacies in the realm of boys and starts to separate herself at that moment.  As a result, she starts to think of her role in society in the future.

All kids role play house.  Dill and Scout are no different.  They talk of marriage, babies, and their future together.  Scout allows Dill to pursue her because ultimately she knows she will end up being a woman and leaving the tomboy behind.  Dill most likely will not marry Scout, but at that moment it helps Scout actualize her future.  (I need a quote to insert here and it should concern Dill.)  After Scout comes to terms of being a woman someday, she ultimately sees one person who she doesn’t admire demonstrate admirable womanly qualities.

Scout does not love Aunt Alexandra by any means.  She continually tries to force Scout to wear dresses and add-a-pearl necklaces.  By the end of the play Scout somewhat succumbs to Aunt Alexandra’s wishes and wears a dress to her Missionary Club Tea; however, Scout has on her britches underneath the dress.  During this tea, Atticus calls Scout and Aunt Alexandra in for tea and tells about Tom’s death.  Scout sees how Aunt Alexandra is strong because she walks back into the tea silently without crying hysterically.  

Scout becomes a young lady while learning her inadequacies as a tomboy, seeing her role later in society, and realizing the benefits of becoming a woman.  Although the process is gradual, it shows the reader how small incidences in childhood shape children to become who they are destined to be in adulthood.  Without these events, Scout may have never seen the true benefits of becoming a young lady and would have stayed in limbo her entire life.  By having Scout grow up it satisfies the reader and helps bring closure to the story as a whole.  
